
Gospel Readings for The Watch - 1 - St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow 

THE WATCH 
Readings 

 

Jesus told his disciples, ‘Very truly, I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater 
than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I 
know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, 
“The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” I 
tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does 
occur, you may believe that I am he. Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me.’ 

# # # 

Praise the Lord! 
Praise, O servants of the Lord; 
    praise the name of the Lord. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
    from this time on and for evermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
The Lord is high above all nations, 
    and his glory above the heavens. 

Who is like the Lord our God, 
    who is seated on high, 
who looks far down 
    on the heavens and the earth? 
He raises the poor from the dust, 
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes, 
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    with the princes of his people. 
He gives the barren woman a home, 
    making her the joyous mother of children. 
Praise the Lord! 

# # # 

When Jesus had gone out of the room where the disciples 
met, he said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.’ 

Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but 
you will follow afterwards.’ Peter said to him, ‘Lord, why can 
I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I 
tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied me 
three times. 

# # # 

When Israel went out from Egypt, 
    the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
Judah became God’s sanctuary, 
    Israel his dominion. 

The sea looked and fled; 
    Jordan turned back. 
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The mountains skipped like rams, 
    the hills like lambs. 

Why is it, O sea, that you flee? 
    O Jordan, that you turn back? 
O mountains, that you skip like rams? 
    O hills, like lambs? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
    at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
    the flint into a spring of water. 

# # # 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And 
you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas 
said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
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me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it. 

# # # 

Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, 
    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness. 
Why should the nations say, 
    ‘Where is their God?’ 

Our God is in the heavens; 
    he does whatever he pleases. 
Their idols are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
    noses, but do not smell. 
They have hands, but do not feel; 
    feet, but do not walk; 
    they make no sound in their throats. 
Those who make them are like them; 
    so are all who trust in them. 

O Israel, trust in the Lord! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! 
    He is their help and their shield. 
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The Lord has been mindful of us; he will bless us; 
    he will bless the house of Israel; 
    he will bless the house of Aaron; 
he will bless those who fear the Lord, 
    both small and great. 

May the Lord give you increase, 
    both you and your children. 
May you be blessed by the Lord, 
    who made heaven and earth. 

The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, 
    but the earth he has given to human beings. 
The dead do not praise the Lord, 
    nor do any that go down into silence. 
But we will bless the Lord 
    from this time on and for evermore. 
Praise the Lord! 

# # # 

Jesus said to Philip, ‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who 
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not 
Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal 



Gospel Readings for The Watch - 6 - St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow 

yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered him, 
‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from 
the Father who sent me. 

‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You 
heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to 
you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to 
the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I 
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does 
occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, 
for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over 
me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our 
way.’ 

# # # 

I love the Lord, because he has heard 
    my voice and my supplications. 
Because he inclined his ear to me, 
    therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
The snares of death encompassed me; 
    the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
    I suffered distress and anguish. 
Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
    ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’ 
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Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
    our God is merciful. 
The Lord protects the simple; 
    when I was brought low, he saved me. 
Return, O my soul, to your rest, 
    for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 

For you have delivered my soul from death, 
    my eyes from tears, 
    my feet from stumbling. 
I walk before the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 

# # # 

Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-
grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you 
are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 
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‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 
longer, because the servant does not know what the master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.’ 

# # # 

I kept my faith, even when I said, 
    ‘I am greatly afflicted’; 
I said in my consternation, 
    ‘Everyone is a liar.’ 

What shall I return to the Lord 
    for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the Lord, 
I will pay my vows to the Lord 
    in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord 
    is the death of his faithful ones. 
O Lord, I am your servant; 
    I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid. 
    You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice 
    and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord 
    in the presence of all his people, 
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in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
    in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord! 

# # # 

Jesus told his disciples, ‘If the world hates you, be aware that 
it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the 
world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do 
not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world—therefore the world hates you. Remember the word 
that I said to you, “Servants are not greater than their 
master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if 
they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will 
do all these things to you on account of my name, because 
they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they have 
no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father 
also. If I had not done among them the works that no one 
else did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen 
and hated both me and my Father. It was to fulfil the word 
that is written in their law, “They hated me without a 
cause.” 

‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he 
will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you 
have been with me from the beginning. 

‘I have said these things to you to keep you from 
stumbling. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, 
an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by 
doing so they are offering worship to God. And they will do 
this because they have not known the Father or me. But I 
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have said these things to you so that when their hour comes 
you may remember that I told you about them. 

# # # 

Praise the Lord, all you nations! 
    Extol him, all you peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love towards us, 
    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever. 
Praise the Lord! 

# # # 

Jesus explained to his disciples, ‘I did not say these things to 
you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I 
am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
“Where are you going?” But because I have said these things 
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you 
the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the 
world wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in 
me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father 
and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the 
ruler of this world has been condemned. 

‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.’ 
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# # # 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his steadfast love endures for ever! 

Let Israel say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say, 
    ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 

Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
    the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 
With the Lord on my side I do not fear. 
    What can mortals do to me? 
The Lord is on my side to help me; 
    I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in mortals. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in princes. 

# # # 

Jesus declared to his disciples, ‘A little while, and you will no 
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
me.’ Then some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What 
does he mean by saying to us, “A little while, and you will no 
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”; 
and “Because I am going to the Father”?’ They said, ‘What 
does he mean by this “a little while”? We do not know what 
he is talking about.’ Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, 
so he said to them, ‘Are you discussing among yourselves 
what I meant when I said, “A little while, and you will no 
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
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me”? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the 
world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn 
into joy. When a woman is in labour, she has pain, because 
her hour has come. But when her child is born, she no longer 
remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought 
a human being into the world. So you have pain now; but I 
will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 
will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing 
of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father 
in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have not 
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so 
that your joy may be complete. 

‘I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour 
is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but 
will tell you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask in 
my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on 
your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you 
have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I 
came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I 
am leaving the world and am going to the Father.’ 

His disciples said, ‘Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in 
any figure of speech! Now we know that you know all things, 
and do not need to have anyone question you; by this we 
believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do 
you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, 
when you will be scattered, each one to his home, and you 
will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is 
with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I 
have conquered the world!’ 

# # # 



Gospel Readings for The Watch - 13 - St Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow 

All nations surrounded me; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me like bees; 
    they blazed like a fire of thorns; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 
    but the Lord helped me. 
The Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation. 

There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
    the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’ 
I shall not die, but I shall live, 
    and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord has punished me severely, 
    but he did not give me over to death. 

# # # 

After Jesus had spoken all these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 
you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before 
the world existed. 
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‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I 
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 
things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking 
you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

# # # 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
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This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, 
    and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

# # # 

Jesus prayed, ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 
behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and 
I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given 
me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are 
one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
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completely one, so that the world may know that you have 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. 

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have sent me. I made your 
name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.’ 

# # # 

 


